Name ____________________________    5th Science     Module A    Chapter 4

1. The fact that each species has its own niche means that each species uses the rain forest in a slightly different way.
2. Most of the nutrients can be found in living things of a tropical rain forest.

3. A niche is the role of a species in an ecosystem.
4. A tropical rain forest has about the same temperature all year long, no short winter days, and about the same amount of sun every day.

5. A decomposer is an organism that helps to break down and decay dead organisms and the wastes of living organisms.

6. Leaf cutter ants and howler monkeys are part of the same community.

7.  What adaptation do trees in the rain forests have to help them collect light? Wide branches with many leaves.
8.  What do plants do in the rain forest?  They provide energy for many animals. They provide a place to live for many organisms. They carry out a lot of photosynthesis. 
9. Why can many species live together in a rain forest?  Each species has its own niche.
10. Why does the amount of energy available decrease as you move up the energy pyramid?  Each organism uses some energy for its life processes, but most of the energy is lost as heat.

11.
The process by which plants use sunlight to make sugar from water and carbon dioxide is called photosynthesis.

12. Consumers need oxygen and give off carbon dioxide.   Producers need carbon dioxide and give off oxygen.

13.
All food chains start with producers that get energy from the sun.

14.
A food web shows how all the different food chains in a community are linked together.

15.
 Respiration takes place in both plants and animals.

16.
Water vapor is formed when water evaporates from the land and bodies of water.

17.
Plants use the nitrogen they take in to make proteins.

18.What happens to the nutrients inside a living thing when it dies in a rain forest?  When it dies scavengers and decomposers rapidly break down the nutrients and return them to the soil. Nearby plants use the nutrients for their own growth.
19.
Why do food chains give a simplified view of the flow of energy?  Food chains do not show how the amount of energy changes at each position like an energy pyramid does.  They also do not show the complex relationships among the many organisms like a food web does.

